
SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST
• February 17, 2020: SCHOOL CLOSED – President’s Day
• February 20, 2020: Family Math – Grade 3 (6:30pm – 8:00pm)
• February 21, 2020: Spirit Day – Wear Spirit Wear of School Colors
• February 25, 2020: 1st Grade Music Show (7:00pm – 8:00pm)
• February 27, 2020: Family Math – Grade 3 (6:30pm – 8:00pm)
• February 28, 2020: Spirit Day – Wear Spirit Wear of School Colors
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Important Reminders
As a reminder, if you are dropping your child off in the morning, please do not 
stop or park by the yellow curb or traffic cones to let your child out of your 
vehicle. For the safety of all students, please stop or park in the designated areas 
only. The side parking lot is for staff vehicles only. Thank you in advance for
your cooperation.

Bus Business
The safety of the students at Woods Road School is of the utmost importance to 
the school staff. Every day we ensure that each child gets to their bus safely. The 
staff also makes sure all students being dismissed to the aftercare program or
the library arrive and attendance is taken. If parents/guardians have any 
concerns regarding transportation issues, please contact the transportation 
department directly at (908) 431-6600 at ext. 2690 or 2550.



Teacher of the Year is………..

Woods Road School is proud to announce that Mrs. Reilly has 
been selected as the Woods Road School 2020 Teacher of the 
Year. Mrs. Reilly has worked at Woods Road School with 
students in preschool through grade 4 in multiple positions.
She began as a lunch-aide in 2007, and then went on to be an 
instructional assistant. Her most recent position is a special education teacher in 
our preschool Autism/preschool disabled program since 2015. Mrs. Reilly 
graduated from St. Josephs University with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 
Education and completed her Teacher of Students with Disabilities Certification 
at Rowan University.  She is a dedicated professional who continues to 
demonstrate an in depth knowledge of content that is current, correct, and 
comprehensive. In addition, Mrs. Reilly demonstrates continuing competence in 
pedagogy. She demonstrates an understanding of the intellectual, social, 
emotional, and physical development of the age group, provides appropriate 
accommodations for her diverse learners, preschool students with special needs, 
as well as incorporates Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) techniques into her 
teaching practice. Mrs. Reilly is very passionate about teaching and 
education. She accepts children where they are and moves them ahead in their 
learning. She is exceedingly patient with all students, encourages them to 
produce their best work. Ms. Reilly's learning environment is organized and 
visually stimulating, which promote all domains of preschool functioning 
including social skills, language development, fine/gross motor skills, and 
adaptive skills. It is evident that Mrs. Reilly is committed to learning and 
providing our students with the best education possible. Additionally, the love 
and dedication she has for her students is evident from the moment her 
students get off of the buses. She works extremely hard to make sure her 
students feel loved and appreciated for their unique personalities. Mrs. Reilly 
maintains an excellent partnership with staff, parents, students, administrators, 
and community members. She recognizes the importance of home/school 
contact and communicates with parents daily via email, individual 
communication books, phone calls, conferences, IEP and Annual Review 
meetings, as well as classroom events. Mrs. Reilly offers suggestions for 
improvement and/or assists in class, school or district programs and activities. 
Additionally, Mrs. Reilly and her family are very active in the Hillsborough 
Community. They own a family business in town, and provide solace and 
guidance for community members during times of grief. Her door is always open, 
both at her home, and her second home at Woods Road School. She provides 
her colleagues with research-based techniques and resources to help them be 
successful in their teaching.

Mrs. Reilly is also spearheading a playground fencing project for our preschool 
students. She saw a need and took the initiative to get this project up and 
running for the Spring of 2020. She is a tireless advocate for her students and 
their families. Woods Road School is honored to have Mrs. Reilly as its Teacher 
of the Year. On behalf of Woods Road School, thank you for your dedication to 
our students and school community. Congratulations!



(Continued)

Attendance
According to multiple studies, missing several days of school 
over the course of a year significantly reduces the likelihood 
that students will graduate from high school. 

With attendance, a crucial factor in keeping kids on the right path to graduation, 
Attendance Works (http://www.attendanceworks.org/research/mapping-the-
gap/) has substantial information on attendance and the impact on student 
achievement. Below is some of the research below on why attendance matters.

Start Strong: Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict frequent 
absences later in the school year. Nearly half of all students that missed more 
than two days of school in September went on to miss almost a month of school.

Chronic Absences: An estimated 5 to 7.5 million students in the United States 
miss almost a month of school every year. This adds up to over a year missed by 
the time of graduation. 

Early Absences Lead to Attendance Issues in Later Grades: Absenteeism starts 
early. One in 10 kindergarteners and first graders are considered to be 
“chronically absent.” Chronic Absence = Missing two or more days per month. 
Research shows students who miss 10 percent of school, or two days per month, 
show negative academic progress. In some schools, that adds up to 18 days a 
school year and is considered to be chronic absence.

Third Grade Reading Level: Poor attendance can keep children from reading 
proficiently by the end of third grade, which is shown to negatively affect their 
chances of graduating on time.

Dropout Indicator: By sixth grade, a chronically absent student is shown to have 
a significantly higher chance of dropping out of high school.

Excused Absences Hurt Too: Excused absences are just as negative as unexcused 
ones. Suspensions add additional missed time in the classroom, which in turn 
increases the dropout risk.

Every Minute Matters If a student is 10 minutes late to school each day, this 
adds up to missing more than 33 hours of class time. A student with a 90 percent 
attendance average for Kindergarten through 12th grade will miss over a year of 
accumulated time in the classroom.

25 Questions to Ask Your Child About Their School Day: If you are having 
trouble getting your child to talk about their day at school, check out the article 
below from Positive Parenting Connections. 
https://www.positiveparentingconnection.net/positive_parenting_25questions_
school/

We look forward to seeing you at our events!

Sincerely,

Jodi L. Howe, Principal

http://www.attendanceworks.org/research/mapping-the-gap/
https://www.positiveparentingconnection.net/positive_parenting_25questions_school/


by Mrs. Guastella

Happy February! All of our K-4 classrooms are currently in the process of
receiving and/or completing our Second Step Child Protection Unit lessons.
These lessons are a wonderful tool in assisting the students with keeping
themselves safe and learning essential safety rules. Our students will
continuously be speaking of our “Three R’s” which is a fun way for us to
remember “Recognize, Report, and Refuse.” The students are working on
recognizing when a situation is safe or unsafe, reporting to a trusted adult, and
refusing by using words that mean, “no.” The “Three R’s” are used in every grade
level with the message remaining the same. The students are doing such an
amazing job applying these “Ways to Stay Safe” to real life situations. Using
“what-if” scenarios and asking your child(ren) how they can use our three R’s to
stay safe is a great way to open up the conversation with them about what we’re
discussing and continuing to talk about safety scenarios at home. If anyone has
any questions about our lessons, please feel free to reach out!

Nurse’s Corner
by Mrs. Paulhus

February is National Dental Health Month.  Just a reminder 
that Give Kids a Smile day was Friday, February 7, 2020.  If you 
are interested and have not already made an appointment 
please visit https://www.njda.org/for-the-public/gkas for more information and 
instructions. 

February is also American Heart Month!  Heart Disease is a leading cause of 
death in the United States but is also preventable.  According to the CDC the best 
way to prevent heart disease is by choosing healthy habits and taking control of 
your medical conditions.  Now is the time to make the changes that will lead to a 
healthier life down the road.  Children learn from watching their parents and 
family members, so the best thing we can do is teach young children how to live 
healthy lives.  Here are a few helpful tips:

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to 
me.  I am here to help you and your families be as healthy as possible!

• Don’t smoke or quit smoking • Maintain a healthy weight

• Exercise regularly • See your doctor annually

• Eat healthy foods and limit junk food • Decrease stress

• Drink plenty of water • Spend time with your family and 
doing activities that you enjoy 

https://www.njda.org/for-the-public/gkas


By Mr. Steege

Hello Wildcat Families!

Congratulations to our second graders for sharing their “Happy” songs with the
community! A job well done! The first graders are gearing up for their concert
on February 25 and we look forward to seeing you all there. Our kindergarteners
are also enjoying preparing for their concert on March 24.

With the new year in full swing, our fourth graders are rocking out on their
recorders while our third graders are showing their creative side by composing
songs using their bodies as a percussion instrument! They are looking forward
to having their “Body Percussion Showdown” in the coming weeks.

As always, thank you for supporting our students music education and see you at
our upcoming events!

by: Dina Stoff, Media Specialist

This month students in Preschool will be hearing stories about Valentine’s Day, 
Friends, Community Helpers, Transportation and Construction. Kindergarten 
students will hear various fairy tales from around the world.  Students in First 
Grade will be doing a research project about an animal using an online database, 
Pebble Go.  Second Grade students will be doing a research project about a 
famous woman using an online database, Pebble Go. Third and Fourth Grade 
students will be sharing their research projects with their classmates and will 
have the opportunity to do Makerspace during their library time. 

Follow the library on Instagram @wrslibrary

https://www.instagram.com/wrslibrary/?hl=en


By Miss DeKranis, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Finnerty

Happy New Year! Our fourth grade students are working hard to set goals in all 
areas in and out of the classroom!

We are great readers and writers!
This past month, we had many students participate in the school wide Spelling 
Bee. This was an awesome experience for everyone involved. Students became 
so passionate about spelling, and they absolutely loved being able to cheer on 
their friends. In reading this past month, we have been doing a Patricia Polacco
author study. Students have had the opportunity to get to know Patricia Polacco
better by carefully reading and thinking about her books. After reading a few 
mentor texts as a class, students were given a Patricia Polacco book with a 
partner. They have been studying this book with their partner to learn more 
about Patricia Polacco and her characters. Students will then transfer this work 
to writing as they will write a literary essay on this book.

We are social scientists!
In the month of January students studied our local government. Each student 
wrote a passionate letter to a member of our government in which they 
described a simple solution to one of the problems in our town. We know as 
citizens we have a responsibility to speak up and have our voices heard! Our 
study of famous civil rights and human rights activists like Malala Yousafezai, 
John Lewis, and Ruby Bridges has inspired us to stand up for what is right!

We are mathematicians!
Fourth graders enrich their study of multiplicative strategies with a variety of 
online tools. Students can access a curated space with instructional videos for 
review. Digitized flashcards helps students practice precise mathematical 
vocabulary to enhance their open ended responses. The EveryDay Math 
e-Toolkit is always available for students to access manipulatives in school or at 
home.

We are full of character!
In the spirit of the holidays fourth graders engaged in their service project! 
Students collected lip balm, sunscreen, deodorant and many other useful items 
for Operation Shoebox. Each box was completed with a personalized card to 
thank these soldiers for their service. Mrs. Finnerty's class counted all of the 
cans that our generous school donated for our SOUPer Bowl can drive. Giving 
seems to come naturally to all Wildcats.

We are looking forward to making the most of our last few months at Woods 
Road School!



WOODS ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
@WildcatsWRS

401 South Woods Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 431-6600
https://wre.htps.us/

http://www.twitter.com/@WildcatsWRS
https://wre.htps.us/

